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SUBJECT: SAN JOSE CONFERENCE - RIO TREATY - U.S. STATEMENT 

1. US DELEGATION VOTED NO ON COLLECTIVE ECONOMIC SECURITY 
ARTICLE BUT SUPPORTED ALL OTHER ARTICLES IN FRIDAY PLENARY. 

ONCE PROTOCOL HAD BEEN APPROVED, U.S. DELEGATION (MAILLARD) 
GAVE STATEMENT REPRODUCED BELOW: 

2. STATEMENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

THE UNITED STATES BELIEVES THIS CONFERENCE OF PLENIPOTENTIARIES 
HAS DEMONSTRATED THE ABILITY OF THE INTER-AMERICAN SYSTEM TO 
EVOLVE AND ADJUST TO CHANGING CIRCUMSTANCES. THIS PROTOCL OF 
SAN JOSE MODERNIZES THE RIO TREATY WHILE REAFFIRMING ITS 
CONTINUING VALIDITY AS A MECHANISM FOR DETERRING AGGRESSION 
FROM WHATEVER SOURCE, FOR PREVENTING OR TERMINATING ARMED 
CONFLICT, AND FOR ENCOURAGING THE AMERICAN STATES TO REACH 
PEACEFUL RESOLUTION OF ANY DISPUTES AMONG THEM. 

MY DELEGATION HAS SPOKEN ON A NUMBER OF OCCASIONS DURING OUR 
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DELIBERATIONS AND I WILL NOT REVIEW IN DETAIL THE VIEWS EXPRESSED 
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EARLIER. BUT I DO WANT TO EMPHASIZE THAT THE U.S. BELIEVES 
THAT THE CHANGES IN GENERAL IMPROVE THE RIO TREATY AND WILL 
MAKE IT A MORE USEFUL AND FLEXIBLE INSTRUMENT FOR MAINTAINING 
THE PEACE IN THIS HEMISPHERE. IF THIS VIEW IS CORRECT, WE HAVE 
REGISTERED HERE IN SAN JOSE A SINGULAR ACHIEVEMENT, ONE THAT WILL 
HELP OUR RESPECTIVE PEOPLES PROGRESS IN PEACE AND SECURITY IN 
THE GENERATION AHEAD. ALL OF US HAVE WORKED TOGETHER IN A 
HEALTHY SPIRIT OF COMPROMISE. THIS HAS LED TO A DOCUMENT, 

WHICH IF NOT PERFECT FROM THE INDIVIDUAL VIEW OF MY COUNTRY 
OR ANY OTHER COUNTRY, DOES LARGELY REFLECT THE COMMON WILL OF 
THE NATIONS OF THIS HEMISPHERE. 

IN OUR VIEW PERHAPS THE TWO MOST SIGNIFICANT CHANGES ARE THOSE 
WHICH ADD NEEDED FLEXIBILITY TO THE MANNER IN WHICH THE 
TREATY IS APPLIED. THIS PROTOCOL OF SAN JOSE PROVIDES EXPLICITLY 
FOR RECOMMENDATIONS AS WELL AS FOR BINDING MEASURES, GRANTING 
THE MEMBERS A BROADER RANGE OF RESPONSES TO SITUATIONS THAT MAY 
ARISE IN THE FUTURE. THE CHANGE IN THE VOTING PROVISIONS, 

WHICH RECEIVED ALMOST UNANIMOUS SUPPORT, SEEMS TO US A MATTER 

OF COMMON SENSE. THE NEW PROVISION IS QUITE SENSIBLE, RETAINING 

THE REQUIREMENT THAT EXTRAORDINARY MEASURES MUST BE APPROVED BY 

AN EXTRAORDINARY MAJORITY OF TWO-THIRDS OF THE MEMBERS. BUT 

IT ALSO RECOGNIZES THAT MEASURES WHICH NO LONGER COMMAND THE SUPPORT 

OF A MAJORITY LOSE THEIR EFFECTIVENESS AND THE AUTHORITY OF THE 

TREATY ITSELF IS IMPAIRED. 

I WOULD LIKE ALSO TO MAKE CERTAIN SPECIFIC COMMENTS FOR THE RECORD. 
ARTICLE 4. 

THE UNITED STATES WISHES TO STATE EXPRESSLY THAT THE AREA OF 
COVERAGE DELINEATED BY ARTICLE 4 OF THE TREATY, AS REVISED BY 
THIS PROTOCL OF AMENDMENT, HAS NO EFFECT WHATSOEVER ON THE 
SOVEREIGNTY OR NATIONAL OR INTERNATIONAL STATUS OF ANY TERRITORY 
OR ANY TERRITORIAL CLAIMS. WE HAVE ASKED THAT THIS STATEMENT 
BE INCLUDED IN THE FINAL ACT OF THE MEETING, AS WE DID IN 1947. 

ARTICLE 9. 

AS WE HAVE INDICATED EARLIER, THE UNITED STATES DELEGATION IS 
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SATISFIED THAT THE DEFINITION OF AGGRESSION ENCOMPASSED BY 
ARTICLE 9 IS ESSENTIALLY THE SAME AS THE DEFINITION ADOPTED BY 
THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN 1974. WE NOTE, HOWEVER, 

THAT IN THE VIEW OF THE UNITED STATES AND, WE BELIEVE, OF MOST 
OTHER DELEGATIONS, ATTACKS MADE UPON VESSELS THAT ARE PART OF THE 
MARINE OR AIR FLEETS OF A STATE CONSTITUTE AGGRESSION UNDER SUB- 
PARAGRAPH 3 OF THIS ARTICLE. 
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ARTICLE 11. 

THE UNITED STATES REMAINS OPPOSED TO THE INCLUSION OF AN 
ARTICLE ON COLLECTIVE ECONOMIC SECURITY IN THIS TREATY. WE 
CONTINUE TO FEEL THAT SUCH A PROVISION IS NOT GERMANE TO A 
TREATY THAT DEALS WITH MUTUAL DEFENSE. NOR IS THE UNITED STATES 
ABLE TO ACCEPT A SOLEMN TREATY COMMITMENT TO A CONCEPT WHICH 
REMAINS UNDEFINED. CONSEQUENTLY, AS WE INDICATED WE WOULD DO 
EARLIER, WE HAVE REQUESTED THAT THE TEXT OF PROTOCOL OF AMENDMENT 
INCLUDE A RESERVATION STATING THAT THE UNITED STATES, IN SIGNING 
THIS PROTOCOL OF AMENDMENT, ACCEPTS NO OBLIGATION OR COMMITMENT 
TO NEGOTIATE, SIGN OR RATIFY A TREATY OF CONVENTION ON THIS 
SUBJECT. THIS RESERVATION APPLIES TO BOTH THE ARTICLE AND TO 
THE REFERENCE TO COLLECTIVE ECONOMIC SECURITY IN THE PREAMBLE. 

THE TEXT OF OUR RESERVATION HAS BEEN DISTRIBUTED AS A SEPARATE 
DOCUMENT. WE REMAIN PREPARED TO WORK CONSTRUCTIVELY TOWARDS 
A DEFINITION OF COLLECTIVE ECONOMIC SECURITY THAT WILL REFLECT 
THE INTER-DEPENDENCE OF STATES AND PROMOTE THE INTERESTS OF ALL. 

MY DELEGATION APPRECIATES THE OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE THESE COMMENTS. 
IN CLOSING I WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS THE GRATITUDE OF THIS DELEGATION 
TO THE GOVERNMENT OF COSTA RICA FOR THE EXCELLENCE OF THE PRE- 
PARATIONS FOR THIS CONFERENCE AND FOR THE HOSPITALITY IT HAS 
SHOWN. I WOULD ALSO LIKE TO EXPRESS OUR APPRECIATION TO THE 
DISTINGUISHED FOREIGN MINISTER OF COSTA RICA FOR THE SUPERB 
LEADERSHIP AND EXPERT GUIDANCE HE HAS GIVEN TO OUR 
DELIBERATIONS. TODMAN 
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